
Baptism is a sign of our 
faith
Baptism has been described as an outward 
sign of an inward faith. Faith, belief, and 
trust in Jesus to forgive our sin is a very 
real thing. Baptism is a visible way of 
showing our invisible faith.

When Christians are baptised they are 
declaring to those present that they have 
faith in God, and that they have trusted Him 
to provide forgiveness of sin and the desire 
to follow Him with their life.

Baptism is a symbol of a spiritual truth
Baptism is a symbol of what happened when we became Christians. It is a visible 
sign of turning from our previous lifestyle and entering into a new relationship and 
new life given by God.

Turning from our old lifestyle—going down into the 
water symbolises that we have turned from our life 
of rejecting God and it has spiritually died.

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin. Romans 6:11

Leaving our old lifestyle behind and burying 
it—being submerged symbolises our old life being 
spiritually buried.

We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death. Romans 6:4

Beginning our new life—coming up out of the water 
symbolises the beginning of the new spiritual life in relationship with God as one 
of His children.

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  If we have been united with 
him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. Romans  6:4-5

To be obedient to 
Jesus 
Just before Jesus left the earth he gave 
a final command to his followers. He 
commanded them to go and encourage 
others to also follow Jesus, then to 
baptise them, and teach them all Jesus’ 
commands.

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20

Later we see the disciples carrying out these commands by 
baptising new Christians.

So he ordered that they be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Acts 10:48

To follow the example of Jesus
As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At 
that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased. Matthew 3:16-17

To follow the example of the 
first Christians
Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three thou-
sand were added to their number that  day. Acts 2:41

Because of the challenge it brings
Making public our faith means that we have the challenge of 
keeping our commitment of living for Christ.

By being immersed 
in water. This is 
the pattern used in 
the Bible and this 
best symbolises 
the spiritual 
realities that have 
taken place in a 
Christian’s life.



A Christian is someone who has 
entered into a relationship with God 
in the way that the Bible teaches, and 
this involves certain elements…

In faith we need to ask God to 
forgive us, and then enter into a new 
relationship with God as one of His 
family.

We must accept Jesus for who He is, 
the Son of God, the one who brought 
us salvation from sin.

We are saved through faith and by the grace of God. God’s grace is necessary 
because we received something we didn’t deserve. God’s gift of grace is given to 
those who have faith in Him. This faith is a trusting belief in God to provide the 
necessary grace to overcome the penalty of our sin.

Baptism does not make us acceptable to God
In the Bible baptism is recorded as occurring soon after people became Christians. 
But the Bible doesn’t teach that baptism makes us more acceptable to God. There 
is nothing we can do to earn salvation. Being baptised pleases God because we 
are being obedient to Him.

Baptism does not get us ready for heaven
The only thing that gets us ready for heaven is to be forgiven for our sins. This 
happens when we trust Jesus to forgive our sins. We can never be more ready for 
heaven than the moment when we first became a Christian.

There is nothing special about the water
The water you get baptised in is normal water from a tap and heated a little. There 
is nothing mystical or special about the water. Baptism is merely a symbolic act, 
although for you it will be significant in your life.

We believe the Bible teaches that on becoming a Christian and 
committing one’s life in faith to Christ Jesus, Christians should 
be baptised as a public statement of their faith.
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